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find a snail. If they do not locate a snail, they die after a few hours. Unfortunately, many snails are usually present and the young flukes have little trouble finding one to attack. The tiny flukes enter the snail's body, spend some time there, and later escape to swim again in water until they are able to attach themselves to a convenient blade of grass. They are now ready to be swallowed by grazing sheep. When the little flukes are attached to blades of grass, they resemble white specks about the size of a pin-head. If they are not swallowed in a reasonable length of time, they dry up and die. This is called the cystic stage of the fluke's life.
When the cysts are eaten by sheep they pass into the stomach and intestines, the shell-like covering falls off, and the young flukes begin their adult life. They now proceed to the bile-ducts by several different routes, work their way into the liver, and begin to lay eggs. When the egg-laying season is completed they pass back into the intestines, shrivel, and die.
Symptoms
The early stages of this disease usually pass unnoticed. If the animal harbors only a few flukes there may be no outward signs; in fact, the sheep may appear in excellent condition. In such cases the flukes are recognized only when the animal is slaughtered either at home or in the packing house.
While sheep may become infested any time during the summer months, it is probable that most of them eat the fluke-infested grasses in the late summer and early fall. The usual symptoms of ordinary worm infestation are noticed, such as dullness, loss of appetite, gradual weakness, and sometimes swellings under the throat and on the abdomen. These symptoms occur during the winter months and, as each one becomes more evident, the animal becomes thinner and "a diarrhea appears. It will be seen that a positive diagnosis from the symptoms alone is out of the